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Number of employed persons fell most among young
students in 2020
According to preliminary data of Statistics Finland's employment statistics for 2020, the number
of employed students at the end of the year was 254,600, which was nearly ten per cent lower
than in the year before. The number of employed students fell in all fields of education except
for health and welfare, where the number of employed students grew from the previous year.
The employment rate of students fell by two percentage points, being 48 per cent in 2020.
Employment rate decreased among students in all fields of education.

Number of employed students by fields of education in 2019 and
2020*

* Data are preliminary

At the end of 2020, there were 254,600 employed students in Finland, which was nine per cent or 25,900
fewer employed persons than one year previously. The share of all employed persons fell, in turn, by five
per cent from twelve months earlier. Examined by field of education, the number of employed students
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fell most in business, administration and law (-2,600), service industries (-2,300) and general comprehensive
education (-2,300). By contrast, the number of employed persons among students in the field of health
and welfare grew by 900 persons.1)

The number of employed persons decreasedmost among young students in 2020. The number of employed
students aged under 30 was 134,200, which was 13 per cent, or 20,700 lower than in the previous year.
The share of all employed persons aged under 30 fell by nine per cent from the previous year. The number
of employed students aged under 20 decreased by 3,900, those aged 20 to 24 by 7,100 and those aged 25
to 29 by 9,700. The number of employed students aged 30 to 39 decreased by 4,500 and those aged 40 or
over by 630 from the previous year.

Nearly three out of five employed students in 2020 were women. Compared with the year before, the
number of employed students decreased among both men and women by around 13,000 employed persons.
Examined by field of education, most women were found among employed students in the fields of health
and welfare and education (80% in both). The numbers of men were, in turn, highest in employed students
in the fields of technology and information and communication technology (ICT) (both 75%).

Examined by region, the number of employed students fell in relative terms most in Satakunta (-16%),
Lapland (-13%) and Uusimaa (-12%). The relative drop in the number of students compared to the previous
year was smallest in Central and North Ostrobothnia (-2.8%; -3.5%) and Kanta-Häme (-3.9%).

Students' employment fell in all fields of education
The employment rate of students was 48 per cent in 2020. In the previous year, the employment rate of
students was two percentage points higher, or 50 per cent. Examined by field of education, the highest
number of employed persons relative to all students in the same field (aged 18 to 74) was found among
students in the fields of business, administration and law (61%), health and welfare (60%), and education
(58%). The number of employed persons was lowest in general education, where the share of employed
persons was 24 per cent.

In 2020, the employment of students decreased in all fields of education. Employment fell most in relative
terms among students in general education; it was eight percentage points lower than one year before.
Employment declined second most in service industries and in humanities and arts (by five percentage
points in both). Employment declined least among students in the fields of health and welfare (by one
percentage point) and agriculture and forestry (by two percentage points).

The number of employed students includes employed persons aged 18 to 74 who are registered at educational institutions during
the autumn term, receive student financial aid in the autumn or attend labour force training at the end of the year. The examinations
of fields of education include those registered at the educational institution during the autumn term.
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Employment rate of students by field of education in 2019 and 2020,
%

The number of those whose main type of activity was student grew in 2020. At the end of 2020, those
whose main type of activity was student numbered 424,200, which was six per cent, or 23,300, higher
than one year earlier. Those whose main type of activity is student do not belong to the groups of employed,
unemployed, conscripts or those in non-military service, and fulfil the definition of student in the
employment statistics 2) . Slightly over one-half, or 222,600, of those whose main type of activity is student,
had also done paid work during 2020 (e.g. summer jobs), but they did not belong to employed persons
during the last week of the year. The share of those who have done paid work in the course of the year
and whose main type of activity was student fell by six per cent in 2020. For those with earnings, the
median earnings of those whose main type of activity was student were EUR 1,800 and earnings in the
highest income quartile were EUR 5,700. Eighty-five per cent of those whose main type of activity was
student and had received pay were under 30 years of age.

In the employment statistics, those whose main type of activity is student include persons aged 15 to 74 who are registered at
educational institutions during the autumn term, have received student financial aid in the autumn, attend labour market training
at the end of the year or are in the 9th or 10th grade or aged 15.
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Table 1. Number of employed students by fields of education in 2019 and 2020

Change from 2019 to
2020, %

Change from 2019 to 2020,
number

20192020Field of education

-11-2,05819,60017,542Arts and humanities

-6-56910,0609,491Education

-5-2,59151,62949,038Business, administration and law

-5-4308,1607,730Natural sciences, mathematics and statistics

-1-1107,8607,750Agriculture, forestry, fisheries and veterinary

-10-2,33623,04020,704Services

-4-1,94446,18044,236Engineering, manufacturing and construction

288652,26553,151Health and welfare

-3-55416,61916,065Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

-6-69111,54210,851Social sciences, journalism and information

-17-2,30213,27510,973Generic programmes and qualifications

Data are preliminary1)

Table 2. Number of employed students by fields of education and gender in 2020

TotalWomenMenField of education

17,54212,4345,108Arts and humanities

9,4917,7961,695Education

49,03829,95519,083Business, administration and law

7,7304,4513,279Natural sciences, mathematics and statistics

7,7504,8912,859Agriculture, forestry, fisheries and veterinary

20,70411,3059,399Services

44,23611,10633,130Engineering, manufacturing and construction

53,15144,0689,083Health and welfare

16,0654,06412,001Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

10,8517,8642,987Social sciences, journalism and information

10,9737,1243,849Generic programmes and qualifications

247,531145,058102,473Total

Data are preliminary1)
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Table 3. Number of employed students by region in 2019 and 2020 

Change from 2019 to 2020, %Change from 2019 to 2020, number20192020Region

-10-84847763Åland

-8-3844,8974,513South Karelia

-8-5717,0906,519South Ostrobothnia

-7-3294,6944,365South Savo

-11-2692,5612,292Kainuu

-4-2656,7356,470Kanta-Häme

-3-762,7572,681Central Ostrobothnia

-10-1,30713,61912,312Central Finland

-10-5385,4304,892Kymenlaakso

-13-1,0378,0316,994Lapland

-7-1,89427,31425,420Pirkanmaa

-6-5199,2808,761Ostrobothnia

-5-3677,4387,071North Karelia

-3-67819,54918,871North Ostrobothnia

-7-75311,48510,732North Savo

-9-6457,5046,859Päijät-Häme

-16-1,3578,2746,917Satakunta

-12-13,039107,11394,074Uusimaa

-7-1,75625,83624,080Southwest Finland

-9-25 868280 454254 586Total

Data are preliminary1)

Table 4. Number of employed students by age in 2019 and 2020

Change from 2019 to 2020, %Change from 2019 to 2020, number20192020Age

-16-3,94124,93720,99618 - 20

-11-7,10265,44058,33820 - 24

-15-9,69964,54654,84725 - 29

-8-3,02938,35335,32430 - 34

-5-1,46729,97028,50335 - 39

-2-52022,60422,08440 - 44

19314,94115,03445 - 49

-1-6711,10211,03550 - 54

-2-1046,6636,55955 - 59

-2-381,7161,67860 - 64

71216717965 - 69

-40-615970 - 74

-9-25,868280,454254,586Total

Data are preliminary1)
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